
NASPA Region VI  
Historical Timeline 

Submitted by Ken Kelly, Region VI Historian 

1956 

• Hurford E. Stone, Dean of Students, U.C. Berkeley, was the father of the “West Coast Deans”. 
He wanted to create the organization because of his intense belief that regional, rather than 
national meetings would be more beneficial for participants. The Deans were all members of 
NASPA. The first meeting was held January 27-28, 1965 at the University of California, Berkeley. 
They called the event the “Western Conference of NASPA Deans or NASPA Western. 

1960 

• Four students from North Carolina A&T College sat at a whites-only counter at a Woolworth’s in
Greensboro. The group eventually grew from four to 1000.



 

 

1963 

• President Kennedy was assassinated. 

 

1964 

• The Civil Rights Act became law. 

 

 

 

 

 



1965 

• March 3 letter to all NASPA Members:  PROPOSAL:  That seven vice-presidents of the 
Association be elected by mailed vote on a regional basis by the voting delegates in each 
of the six regional accrediting areas, two vice-presidents being elected from the far-
reaching North Central area (To maximize representation and communication) 
(Canadian institutions to be included in adjacent areas).  These vice-presidents would be 
elected to one year terms, with possibility of reelection)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1965- Continued 

First Region VI (originally called Region VII) Vice President A.T. Bugger, Dean of Men, University 
of California, Los Angeles  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1966 

• Original Election Ballot for then Region VII (later Region VI) 
 

 

 

April 8, 1967 

• NASPA Executive Committee works to define roles of RVPs.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

1968 

• Martin Luther King, Jr. and Bobby Kennedy were assassinated. 
 

 
 

 

• NASPA was divided into 7 Regions, corresponding with the national accreditation associations. 
Region IV was further divided into East and West due to the large geographical expanse of that 
Region 
 

• The first elected regional vice presidents took office in each of the 7 regions, with the new 
regions holding initial meetings at the national conference 

 

 

 

 



1969 

• The Vietnam War prompted anti-war protests on college campuses. College enrollments 
increased as students sought deferments from the draft. 

 

 
 

1970 

• Four unarmed students were killed and nine were wounded by the Ohio National Guard 
during a protest of the Vietnam War at Kent State University.  

 

 
 

 

 



1972 

• Title IX became law. 
 

 
 
• The Western Deans Conference, held annually since 1956, becomes officially a NASPA 

Region V and VI event. 
 

 
• First Region VI Women and Higher Education Retreat was held October 26-27, 1972 
 

 
 



1974   

• James R. Appleton (University of Southern California) was elected NASPA president at 
the national conference. This was the first time two candidates were nominated for the 
position. President Appleton was the first NASPA President from Region VI. 

 

1975 

• A new workshop series called “Student Affairs on $5 a day, A Series of Campus 
Visitations” started in September 1976. The goal was for professionals to visit a variety 
of campuses and learn about programs and services at low cost. Each program included 
lunch. 

 



1977 

• Susan Hunter- Hancock is appointed by NASPA President Art Sandeen to Chair the 
Research Division. One of her esteemed committee members was Arthur Chickering. 

1980 

• Judith Chambers, is elected first Woman Region VI Vice President. Judy started a Region 
VI trend. The next four Regional Vice Presidents were women (Kathryn Goddard 1982-
84, Susan Hunter Hancock 1984-86, Dorothy Keller 1986-88, Sharyn Slavin-Miller 1988-
89) 
 
Judith Chambers University of the Pacific 1980-82 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kathryn Goddard California State University, Long Beach 1982-84 
 

 
 
 
Susan Hunter Hancock Chapman University 1984-86 
 

 
 

 

 



 

Dorothy Keller, Mills College 1986-88 

 

 

 Sharyn Slavin- Miller, University of Southern California 1988-89 

 

1980- Continued 

• Jim Appleton, University of Southern California receives the Fred Turner Award 



1984 

• Western Deans Conference:  Theme “Our Profession as an Art:  Beyond Mere Skill”, 
Sacramento 

 

 

1985 

• Arizona joins Region VI from Region IV-W. The Arizona Leadership felt more of an 
affinity to California. 

1986 

• Judith Chambers, University of the Pacific, began her term as NASPA President. 
 

• First New Professionals Conference in Region VI at Pomona College. Hal Gin, Dyrell 
Smith and Jim Lyons were on the faculty. A young Henry Gee was in attendance. The 
New Professional Conference was later renamed the Dorothy Keller Institute. 
 

 

 



1986- Continued 

• January 21, 1986, NASPA President Judy Chambers sends a letter to the BOD outlining responses 
to a national survey whose major points were 1) Is NASPA an association for everyone or just 
chiefs?, 2) nurturing of new professionals, 3) responses to NASPA’s Central Office move to 
Washington, D.C. 
 

• Elizabeth Griego authors a resolution from NORCal, approved by Region VI, and 
eventually approved nationally, to allow NASPA members in addition to SSAOs to have 
voting rights, thereby opening NASPA to greater participation and inclusion among 
student affairs professionals at all levels. 

 
1987  

• Prior to 1987, Hawaii had minimal presence in Region VI. Doris Ching attended the 
NASPA Western Regional Conference that year and was greeted with enthusiasm and 
warmth by Region VI. Hal Gin, Region VI Vice President established Hawaii as a state 
entity. Hawaii hosted the Western Regional Conference in 1991 and had 52 member 
from the University of Hawaii attend. Membership has been strong from multiple 
Hawaii public and private universities since that initial welcome of Doris to Region VI.  
 

• Region V and VI passed “resolution on human rights” following the Western Regional 
Conference in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. 

 

 

 

 



 

1988 

• Dorothy Keller received the Fred Turner Award for Outstanding Service to NASPA 
 

1989 

• Dudley “Doug” Woodard, University of Arizona, began serving as President of NASPA 

 

 

 
• Region VI names the Outstanding New Professional Award in honor of Mills College 

Dean of Students Dorothy Keller, whose untimely death served as a reminder of the 
importance of encouraging young professionals, opening opportunities to them, and 
modeling ethical behavior, including courage, in the midst of challenging institutional 
climates.  

 
• Susan Hunter-Hancock served as Chair of the National Conference in Denver. It was the 

first time a conference west of the Mississippi was financially successful. 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 
1989- Continued 
 

• Joint agreement between Regions V & VI establishes solid working outline for joint 
ventures for Regions V & VI.  The Western Deans Conference is now officially the 
Western Regional Conference, 43 years after its inception. 
 

 

 

• Special interest areas were formed called the NASPA Networks. This provided members 
an opportunity to connect with members who share interests, share functional areas and/or 
share identities.  The NASPA Networks, initiated in 1989, were reformed as Knowledge 
Communities (KC) in 2000. 

 

 

 

 



1989- Continued 

• Hal Gin, California State University, Hayward (East Bay) was the first Asian Pacific 
Islander elected Region VI  Vice President 

 

 

• Judith Chambers received the Fred Turner Award for Outstanding Service to NASPA  

 
1990 
• The Americans with Disabilities act was signed, prohibiting discrimination based on 

disability and requiring reasonable accommodations. 
 

 



1990-Continued 
 
• The Clery Act required colleges and universities participating in federal financial aid 

programs to report campus crime statistics. 
 

 
 

• First Mid-Level Professionals Institute in Hawaii 
 

  
 
 

1991 
• First Western Regional Conference held in Hawaii. 
 

1992-93 
• Region VI Women’s Network hosts a series of conferences and early trainings on sexual 

harassment/misconduct, foreshadowing the emergence of this issue as a major concern 
of national importance to colleges and universities in the decades to come.  

 



1994 
• Doris Ching elected as Region VI Vice President first Asian Pacific Islander woman. 

Doris went on to be the first Asian Pacific Islander President of NASPA. 
 

 
 
 
1996 
• Hazel Scott elected the first African American Region VI Vice President of NASPA 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



1998  

• Mathew Shepard, a 21 year old University of Wyoming student who was openly gay was 
pistol whipped and tied to a fence to die. He was not discovered for 18 hours. 

 

  

1999 

• Doris Ching, University of Hawaii, began her term as NASPA President. She was the first 
female ethnic minority to be elected to the Presidency. 

 
• James Appleton and Judy Chambers received the Pillar of the Profession Award from the 

NASPA Foundation 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2000  

• Elizabeth Griego, University of the Pacific, was elected as Region VI Vice President.  

 

 

• Doris Ching received the Pillar of the Profession Award from the NASPA Foundation. 

2001 

• Judy Chambers received the Scott Goodnight Award for Outstanding Performance as a 
Dean 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2002 

• Michael Jackson, The University of Southern  California began serving his term as 
President of NASPA 

 

• Amefil Agbayani, University of Hawaii, Manoa, Hal Gin, Alan Yang, University of Hawaii, 
Manoa and Elizabeth Griego received the Pillar of the Profession Award from the NASPA 
Foundation. 

 

• Renee Barnett-Terry, University of California, San Diego was the National Conference 
Chair for the 2002 Conference in Boston.  

 

  



• Doris Ching received the Fred Turner Award for Outstanding Service to NASPA. 

2004 

• Alvin Tagomori, University of Hawaii, Maui, Michael Jackson and Henry Gee received the 
Pillar of the Profession Award from the NASPA Foundation. 

2005  

• Western Regional Conference features Panel of Listeners was held for first time.  
Seasoned women leaders met by appointment with other women attending the 
conference to provide coaching on a wide range of issues. 

 
• Sherry Mallory was appointed as the National Public Policy Chair. 

 

 

• Dudley Woodard, University of Arizona, receives the Robert H. Shaffer Award for 
Academic Excellence as a Graduate Faculty Member 

2006  

• Western Regional Conference was held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in downtown San 
Francisco, California. Crown Plaza management were engaged in a labor dispute with the 
staff during conference planning. Fortunately, the dispute was settled just prior to the 
conference. This issue is addressed in the first bullet item in 2007. 

 

 



2006-Continued 

• A Day-long Conference: Entitled Social Networking and On-Line communities: What 

Student Affairs Professionals Should Know” The Keynote speaker was Mark Zuckerberg, 

Founder, Chairman and CEO of Facebook. Zuckerberg was 22 years old when he spoke 

at the drive-in conference. He was wearing sandals and jeans. He talked about his 

experience as a student at Harvard and trying to connect other students through the 

internet. Zuckerberg took an educational leave from Harvard to move to San Francisco 

to work on a product he called “Facebook”. His idea was to provide a platform for social 

interactions for college students.  

 
 

• Tony Ross received the Pillar of the Profession Award from the NASPA Foundation. 
 
• Region VI membership: Individual Membership 996, Institutional Membership 100, Faculty 162 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2007 

• Region VI has lead the way in championing social justice issues. Below is one example of when 
Region VI led the campaign for inclusion and social justice. After the labor dispute issue that arose 
at the 2006 NASPA Western Regional Conference in San Francisco, NASPA Hawaii led by Lori Ideta, 
drafted a resolution to the NASPA Board of Directors to address negotiating hotel contracts with 
hotels that are involved in labor disputes. The NASPA Board of Directors approved the resolution 
and it was in effect for both regional and national conferences. NASPA will not enter into contracts 
with hotels that are in labor disputes. Joanna Iwata, Mills College, challenged the NASPA Board of 
Directors on how they select conference sites and selection protocols below. January 28, 2007 
Submitted by Joanna Iwata, Nor Cal Professional Development Chair 

My general sense is that we all believe this is a timely series to engage our 
 Northern California association in especially as it also elevates what has 
 begun as a "grass roots" movement within our API colleagues to the national 
association on its conference site and selection protocols. Their "call to  
conscience" to NASPA revolves around addressing policy decisions that could 
adversely affect (or go against the grain) the values we espouse related to our 
commitment to diversity, social justice and inclusion as a national association.  
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2007-Continued 
 
• The shooting at Virginia Tech resulted in 32 deaths, the deadliest school shooting in 

United States history. The “Enough is Enough” campaign began after the Virginia Tech 
and Northern Illinois shootings in 2007 and 2008. Enough is Enough campaign was 
created to promote peace and reduce violence on campuses. There were several 
programs developed and held by the first Region VI Chair of Enough is Enough, Steve 
Jacobson.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



2007-Continued 
 
• Milton Gordon, California State University, Fullerton received the NASPA President’s Award 

 

 
 

• Sandy Hubler was appointed the National Director for Knowledge Communities 
 

 
 
• Gary Kleeman, Arizona State University, received the Pillar of the Profession Award from 

the NASPA Foundation. 

2008 
• The first Region VI Institute for Inclusive Excellence was held at the University of Pacific. 
 
• Michael Jackson received the Scott Goodnight Award for Outstanding Performance as a 

Dean 
 

• Cedric Hackett received the Mid- Level Student Affairs Professional’s Award now known 
as the “Doris Michiko Ching Award for Excellence as a Student Affairs Professional”. 
 

•  



2008-Continued 

• Ronni Sanlo, UCLA and Renee Barnett-Terry received the Pillar of the Profession Award 
from the NASPA Foundation.  

2009 
• Jeanne Miller was appointed as the National Public Policy Chair. 
 
• Renee Barnett-Terry received the Fred Turner Award for Outstanding Service to NASPA. 

 
• Christine Quemuel, University of Hawaii, received the Mid- Level Student Affairs 

Professional’s Award now known as the “Doris Michiko Ching Award for Excellence as a 
Student Affairs Professional”. 
 

• Susan Hunter- Hancock, Lisa Waits, Bob Naples, UCLA, received the Pillar of the 
Profession Award from the NASPA Foundation. 

2010 
• Ken Kelly, California State University, Long Beach is elected the final Region VI Vice 

President. NASPA Restructured the Board of Directors and the new title for  RVP became 
Regional Director 

 

 
 
• Elizabeth Griego, University of the Pacific, began her term as the NASPA President. 

 
• While serving as national president, Elizabeth Griego wrote an article opposing SB10 

“Support Our Law Enforcement and Safe Neighborhood Act (known as the ‘Show Your 
Papers Act’)” that created an avalanche of response and earning her the National 
Leadership Award from the Latino Knowledge Community. 

 
 



2010- Continued 
 

• The joint project of NASPA/ACPA in writing the Core Competencies for the Profession 
was approved. Marilee Bresciani, San Diego State University, and Dwayne Todd of ACPA 
wrote the document. A recommendation was made when the Core Competencies were 
written that there is a review every five years. Berenecea Eames Johnson, California 
State University, Fullerton, and Patricia Perillo from ACPA were asked in 2014 to conduct 
this review. 
 

 
  

 
 
• NASPA and ACPA conduct a series of workshops, listening sessions, feedback 

opportunities, committee deliberations, and invited commentary to study whether 
NASPA and ACPA should merge. The NASPA membership did not ultimately receive the 
required two-thirds vote to effect the merger 

 
• Howard Wang, California State University, Fullerton received the Pillar of the Profession 

Award from the NASPA Foundation. 

2011 

• Charlotte Burgess, University of Redlands and Penny Rue received the Pillar of the 
Profession Award from the NASPA Foundation. 

  

  
 
 
 



2012 
• Henry Gee, Rio Hondo Community College, is elected as the first Region VI Director 

Elect. The title Region VI Vice President was changed to Region VI Director during the 
reorganizing of the NASPA Board of Directors 

 

 
 
• Kate Mueller, Golden West College, was appointed as the National Community College 

Director 
 

 
 

• Doris Ching was honored as the Inaugural Distinguished Pillar by the NASPA Foundation 
with Margaret Barr 

 
 



 
2012-Continued 
 

• The NASPA National Conference in Phoenix Arizona was the first national conference in 
Region VI in many years. Unfortunately, in the two years leading up to the conference, 
Arizona passed a law (SB 1070). This law provided law enforcement the ability to stop 
vehicles and people if there was a reasonable suspicion that the person was 
undocumented. The NASPA Board of Directors voted to have the conference as scheduled 
in Arizona. However, there would be a peaceful rally organized opposing the law as well 
as other activities throughout the conference. Many undocumented students chose not 
to attend from Region VI out of fear of being detained and potentially deported.  Many 
student affairs staff and faculty who opposed SB 1070 also chose not to attend as a 
protest for the conference remaining in Arizona.  
 

• Marilee Bresciani received the Pillar of the Profession Award from the NASPA 
Foundation. 

2013 

• Western Regional Conference in Salt Lake City is infected with a norovirus, creating for a 
bonding experience for Regions V & VI.   

 
• Elizabeth Griego received the Fred Turner Award for Outstanding Service to NASPA. 

 
• Jill Halvaks, University of California, Irvine, Peg Blake, Humboldt State University and 

Sharyn Slavin- Miller, Azusa Pacific University received the Pillar of the Profession Award 
from the NASPA Foundation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2013-Continued 
• Anna Ortiz was appointed Faculty Council Director for the NASPA Faculty Council. 

 

 
 
• Marilee Bresciani received the George D. Kuh Award for Outstanding Contribution to 

Literature and/or Research Award. 

2015 

• NASPA Renames the Mid-Level Student Affairs Professional Award after Doris Ching. The 
award is now called the “Doris Michiko Ching Award for Excellence as a Student Affairs 
Professional”. 

 
• Melissa Vito, University of Arizona, received the Pillar of the Profession Award from the 

NASPA Foundation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2015- Continued 
 
• Frank Lamas, Fresno State University, began his term as  NASPA Chair of the Board of 

Directors (formally NASPA President) 
 

 

 

2016 

• Judith Chambers was awarded the Distinguished Pillar of the Profession Award by the 
NASPA Foundation. 

• Jonathan O’Brien, California State University, Long Beach and Ellen Meents-DeCaigny co-
chaired a Task Force to revise the rubrics and created a rubrics tool for professionals for the 
Core Competencies. 

 

 



2016- Continued 

• Lori Ideta, Berenecea, Johnson Eanes, Kenneth Kelly,  Anna Ortiz and William Gregory 
Sawyer, California State University, Channel Islands received the Pillar of the Profession 
Award from the NASPA Foundation. 

2017 

• Lori Ideta, University of Hawaii, Manoa, received the Fred Turner Award for Outstanding 
Service to NASPA. 

 

• Brian Haynes, California State University, San Bernardino, Harry Le Grande, University of 
California, Berkeley, John Hoffman, California State University, Fullerton, Frank Lamas, 
Judy Sakaki, Sonoma State University, received the Pillar of the Profession Award from 
the NASPA Foundation. 

  

• Largest Western Regional Conference in Honolulu with 1,215 attendees. This was the 
largest regional conference in NASPA History. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2017-Continued 

• California State University, Fullerton hosted the NASPA Undergraduate Fellows Summer 
Institute  

 

• Region VI Membership: Individual Membership 2,018, Institutional Membership 118, Faculty 
559 

• Henry Gee received the Scott Goodnight Award for Outstanding Performance as a Dean  

2018 

• Doris Ching, University of Hawaii, West Ohau, received the Bobby E. Leach Equity, 
Diversity, and Inclusion Award. 

 
• Frank Lamas, Fresno State University, received the Fred Turner Award for Outstanding 

Service to NASPA. 
 

• Naddia Cherre Palacios received the “Doris Michiko Ching Award for Excellence as a 
Student Affairs Professional”. 
 

• Kandy Mink Salas, Azusa Pacific University and Sherry Mallory, University of California, 
San Diego received the Pillar of the Profession Award from the NASPA Foundation. 
 

 
 



2019 
 

• Anthony Gutierrez, Coordinator, Student Life & Leadership, Cuesta College received the 
Outstanding Community College Professional.  

 
• Henry Gee, Vice President for Student Services, Rio Hondo College received the Fred Turner 

Award for Outstanding Service to NASPA. 
 

• Janet Napolitano, President, University of California received the President’s Award. 
 

•  Marilee Bresciani Ludvik, Professor, San Diego State University received the Robert H. Shaffer 
for Academic Excellence as a Graduate Faculty Member  
 

• Berenecea Johnson Eanes, Vice President for Student Affairs, California State University, 
Fullerton received the Scott Goodnight Award for Outstanding Performance as a Dean/Vice 
President 

  
• Joy Hoffman and Kathryn Mueller, Coastline College, received the Pillar of the 

Profession Award from the NASPA Foundation. 
 
 
 

What  year did these two Region VI Initiatives occur? 
 

• Region VI was the first Region to no longer accept alcohol and tobacco advertising 
money. Region VI drafted a resolution that was passed by the NASPA Board to no longer 
accept alcohol and tobacco advertising. 

 
• Doris Ching and Laurie Silver wrote a resolution to rename the Women’s Symposium the 

Alice Manicur Symposium in honor the first woman president of NASPA. 
 

 
 


